






Restore the Land.  Renew your Spirit. 

With its quiet trails, reflection benches and abundant wildlife, the natural  
surroundings provide a healing and restful place.

“Oftentimes, our internal ‘environment’ needs as much 
restoration and loving care as the earth does.”

- Sr. Lynne Smith, osb

The community welcomes all people to continue their spiritual journeys at the 
monastery. Many who come to Holy Wisdom Monastery say, “When I come in the 
door, it feels like coming home.” The welcoming acceptance, the quiet uncluttered 
space and the natural environment are all part of the tradition on which the future of 
the community will be built.

The total cost of the project is anticipated to be about $8 million, with a minimum 
fundraising goal of $2 million. With support from partners and friends, creation of a 
sustainable building affords an opportunity to better preserve the land and purpose 
of Holy Wisdom Monastery. 



“Effective flood control involves only two things: keep soil in its place and water where it lands.”

- Kevin Connors, Dane County Land and Water Resources Department



What is LEED certification?

LEED stands for Leadership in Energy and Environmental 
Design. It is the Green Building Rating System certification 
of the U.S. Green Building Council. The monastery project 
is being designed to the highest level of LEED certification, 
which is platinum. 

What does it mean to have a “zero carbon 
footprint”? How will this be achieved?  

Simply stated, a building with a “zero carbon footprint” 
generates as much energy as it uses. The standard for a 
LEED platinum certified building is that it generate 12.5% 
of the energy used to operate the building. A building with 
a “zero carbon footprint” must generate the additional 
87.5% of energy needed. With the new building it is hoped 
the additional cost of getting to a “zero carbon footprint,” 
approximately $1 million will be achieved some time in  
the future.

What environmental restoration 
has been completed?

Since 1996, the community has worked to restore the 
prairie to pre-settlement condition. Over 95 acres have 
been restored and are being maintained by volunteers 
and interns. Each year, 10–20 acres were hand sown with 
more than 60 different native Wisconsin prairie flowers 
and grasses that prevent soil erosion. The reclaimed 
nine-acre glacial lake on the monastery grounds also acts 
as a natural basin to protect neighboring properties and 
Lake Mendota. The grounds offer not only habitat for 
native plants, animals and birds but also an environment 
where many come to learn about prairie restoration and 
to restore their spirits.

What restoration efforts are being planned?  

Most of the areas adjacent to the new building (about 
five acres) will be landscaped using native vegetation, 
primarily prairie forbs and grasses. In addition, several areas 
of woods will continue to be restored into oak savannah. 
Maintenance of prior restoration areas, such as monitoring 
and removal of silt being collected by detention structures, 
as well as control of invasive species, will continue.

How will the new building be used?  

The new building will be the main monastery building.  
It will have enlarged multipurpose spaces used for worship, 
concerts, conferences, lectures, interfaith dialogue, 
and educational and environmental gatherings hosted 
by Benedictine Women of Madison. The new building 
will also include consolidated office and dining spaces, 
monastery meeting and formation spaces, expanded 
library, archives and record retention spaces, and space  
for plant care and garden produce processing.

How will outside groups access 
the new facility?

Groups whose mission and activities relate to the Sisters’ 
focus on prayer, hospitality, justice and care for the earth 
will be encouraged to partner with the monastery to reach 
out to the broader public. Requests by other groups will 
be considered based on availability and the ability of the 
Sisters to participate in the program by sharing the work  
of the monastery, its values and vision for the future.  

Frequently asked questions



How will this project be financed?

The community hopes to raise 25% of the funds from the 
capital campaign. The balance of the construction costs 
will be financed by a mortgage of no more than 30 years. 
The additional funds needed to get to a “zero carbon 
footprint” will need to be raised in the future.

What are the different ways
I can make a gift to the campaign?

Pledges can be made for up to five years in annual, 
quarterly or monthly installment payments. Methods of 
payment include electronic fund transfer, check, cash, 
credit cards or appreciated property and stocks. 

Will my gift be recognized? 

All donors will be included in a Book of Partners and 
invited to the ritual dedication currently planned for  
late 2009. Donors of $1,000 or more will be recognized  
on a wall of honor within the new monastery building.

What is the relationship between 
Benedictine Women of Madison and
Benedictine Life Foundation?

Benedictine Women of Madison, which is the legal 
entity located at Holy Wisdom Monastery, is supported 
by Benedictine Life Foundation, a nonprofit 501(c)(3) 
organization that manages solicitations for annual funds, 
an ecumenical endowment, an environmental endowment 
and capital campaign efforts.

What is the current status 
of Benedict House?

In keeping with a guiding principle of sustainability  
and care for the earth, Benedict House has been razed  
with more than 99% of the non-hazardous materials 
recycled or otherwise diverted from landfills. Nine tons 
of materials were reused through Habitat for Humanity. 
Official groundbreaking of the new building took place in 
Summer 2008 with a full capital campaign launched  
in Fall 2008. Construction completion is expected by  
Fall 2009 with a dedication ceremony tentatively slated  
for early 2010. 

How large is the monastic community? 

Three Sisters live at Holy Wisdom Monastery; two other 
Sisters are retired in Iowa. Benedictine Women of Madison 
is the first Benedictine community in the country to 
welcome single Christian women of any denomination. 
Two of the Sisters in Madison are Catholic and one 
is Presbyterian. 

What are the Sisters’ plans 
for growing their community?

The Sisters have made increasing membership a 
top priority in their strategic plan. The plan includes 
widespread media exposure, speaking engagements 
(such as the one at Yale Divinity School earlier this 
year) and partnering with people who know us well. 
The Sisters invite retreatants, members of the Oblate 
community, members of Sunday Assembly and friends 
to help spread the word about the ecumenical Benedictine 
community and to join them in prayer for new members. 
The long‑term goal is a community of 10–25 members.  
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Are there others involved in the work  
of the monastery?

Many women and men have been involved in the work 
of the monastery through the years. The first was the 
Community of Benedict (COB). Formed in 1981, COB  
was the first ecumenical community at the monastery.  
In addition to COB, a vibrant, inclusive, ecumenical 
worship community known as Sunday Assembly gathers 
weekly at the monastery. About 150 Oblates, or lay 
associates of women and men with diverse backgrounds 
and faith practices, extend the work of the monastery 
through prayer, hospitality, justice and care for the earth 
in their daily life. Co-workers, neighbors, volunteers and 
other friends are also a central part of the rhythm of life 
in, around and beyond the monastery.

What does “ecumenical” mean? 

The word “ecumenical” means concern with developing  
a greater understanding and appreciation among 
Christians. At Holy Wisdom Monastery this means that 
single women from any Christian faith tradition can 
become a full member of the Sisters’ community. What 
unites them is their baptism, their relationship with Jesus 
Christ, and their desire to live out the Gospel under the 
guidance of the Rule of Benedict. 

What changed when the name changed?

While the organization’s name and the monastery’s name 
changed, the community life, prayer and service to the 
world did not. The community continues to live and seek 
God together according to the Rule of Benedict. What 
has changed is that the monastic way of life founded upon 
the Rule of Benedict is now open to all Christian women, 
Catholic or non-Catholic.

What is the relationship between  
Holy Wisdom Monastery and the  
Catholic Church?  

The decision to extend membership to Christian women 
who are not Roman Catholic necessitated a change in 
status and identity with regard to the Catholic Church. 
While some individual members retain their Roman 
Catholic identity, the monastery as a whole has no formal 
ties with either the diocese or with Rome. The Sisters  
do maintain a relationship with the bishop of the diocese, 
as they do with leaders of other churches nationwide.  
The monastery is also affiliated with the Federation of  
St. Gertrude, which consists of 16 member monasteries  
of Benedictine women in Canada and the United States.

What is The Rule of Benedict?

The Rule of Benedict, written in the sixth century, survives 
today as a lasting source of spiritual wisdom. Benedictine 
spirituality is rooted in the Rule, with guidelines that are  
as meaningful today as they were 1,500 years ago. The Rule 
fosters listening, hospitality, humility, embracing change, 
respect for people, learning, prayer and work. It promotes 
a sense of balance and provides a basis upon which faith 
can be strengthened in the ordinary circumstances of 
daily life. Each day, the ritual of prayer and the use of gifts 
in work give rhythm and purpose to lives of Benedictine 
monastics. Living in community, Benedictines strive to see 
Christ in each person. That same sense of connectedness 
encourages care for the earth, a core value of Benedictine 
life. Benedict prescribed care and reverence for all things 
because they are given by God. Benedictine spirituality 
offers a practical approach and a commitment to future 
generations in protecting environmental resources.
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How relevant is a monastic community  
and Holy Wisdom Monastery?

Just as monks served the needs of humanity in the  
past, the Sisters observe and respond to the needs  
of people in our day. They bring to others, and to  
their own initiatives, three much needed perspectives  
from the Benedictine monastic tradition: the conviction  
of the equality of persons; an appreciation of diversity;  
and the work of assisting people to find and form  
life-giving communities that hold prayer as a central  
value. The Sisters offer hospitality to all without 
discrimination; a concern that justice is practiced in  
all relationships; and diligence in caring for the earth,  
the home of humanity. This purposeful way of relating  
to the world creates balance and joy that can be 
experienced by anyone through silence, prayer, retreats, 
spiritual guidance, the monastery library, or the Oblate  
or Sunday Assembly communities. The monastery is 
available to anyone seeking to learn more about one  
or all of these opportunities to grow spiritually.

Has the environmental work 
been recognized?

Environmental awards for work on the grounds of  
Holy Wisdom Monastery include:
•	 Demonstration project of the Lake Mendota  

Priority Watershed in 1996
•	 Yahara Lakes Association Certificate of  

Appreciation in 1997 
•	 Wisconsin Business Friend of the Environment  

Award in 1998
•	 Leopold Restoration Award from the University 

of Wisconsin Arboretum in 2002
•	 Dane County Waters Champion Award in 2005

What does the community do in the area  
of hospitality or justice?

Holy Wisdom Monastery provides a space for women  
and men to settle into the silence of the place and cultivate 
silence within. Oblates from Wisconsin and around the 
country find spiritual renewal here through retreats, prayer 
and community building. 

Members of the worshiping assembly participate in 
ministries with Luke House, St. Vincent de Paul Society, 
Vera Court Neighborhood Center, prison and jail visitation, 
overseas healthcare missions, education and many other 
works in the Madison area and beyond. This community 
carries the mission and values of the monastery to the 
needs of the world.

Benedictine Women of Madison has also offered a home 
to refugee families from India, Guatemala, Vietnam and 
China. More than 30 missionary Benedictine Sisters 
from Korea, Brazil and the Philippines have lived at the 
monastery and the community maintains relationships with 
Sisters and various women in China, the Philippines, Korea, 
Brazil and Kenya. Benedictine Women of Madison has 
continually supported Sisters in developing countries and 
focuses social justice work primarily in Nairobi, Kenya.

Frequently asked questions

Forming community is vitally important at Holy Wisdom Monastery.



how you can help

We invite you to partner with us in this exciting endeavor. Success is possible if every 
person who has been moved through a connection with Holy Wisdom Monastery makes a 
generous gift or pledge.

Please use the enclosed pledge form to indicate your support. You can send it to:
Benedictine Life Foundation
Capital Campaign
PO Box 5070, Madison, WI  53705-0700

Checks can be made payable to “Benedictine Life Foundation: Capital Campaign.”  
Credit card donations can be made online at www.benedictinewomen.org.

For more information, or to make a gift of stock or securities, call Betsy Liotus at  
(608) 836-1631, ext. 120.



The Sisters, in partnership with staff,  
hundreds of volunteers and friends near and far, 
offer an oasis of quiet beauty where all can come  

and experience God’s presence.

Join the campaign that welcomes people 
to restore the land and renew their spirit.
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Capital Campaign Honorary Chairs

Nina Leopold Bradley, Aldo Leopold Foundation  
	 founder and director

Cal DeWitt, Ph.D., Nelson Institute for  
	 Environmental Studies, University of Wisconsin

Frederick R. Trost, Wisconsin Conference,  
	 United Church of Christ, president – retired

Benedictine Life Foundation  
Board of Directors

Greg Armstrong
Michael Belongie
Drew Howick, president 
Tim Jeffery
Sue Jones
Alice Kissling
Joanne Kollasch, osb

Beth Korth
Karen Majkrzak
Jayne Neuendorf
Neal Smith
Sal Troia
Mary David Walgenbach, osb
Executive Director: Betsy Liotus

“As the deer pants for the water, so my soul longs after You.” – Psalm 42:1
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